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PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent in 
a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the 
filing of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an 
international patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in 
countries where patent protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from 
specific foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO 
must issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent 
application serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further 
information and guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "Genera! Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may 
wish to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce 
initiative, this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual 
property in specific countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement 
issues, applicants may call the U.S. Government hotline at 1 -866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158). 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
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the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
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especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of 
Industry and Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
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has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 



CLAIMS : 

1. An optical communications system in which a base 
station and a local station are connected using an optical fiber, 
the optical communications system being characterized in that 

a wavelength of a light source for a signal that generates 
downstream signal light is set to a wavelength with an effect 
of Raman amplifying an upstream light signal that propagates 
through the optical fiber, and an upstream light signal 
transmitted between the base station and the local station is 
amplified in the optical fiber while the upstream light signal 
is propagating through the optical fiber. 

2. The optical communications system according to Claim 
1, wherein 

a high nonlinearity fiber is used for at least part of 
the optical fiber. 

3. The optical communications system according to Claim 
1 or 2, wherein 

light that is switched ON and OFF is used as the downstream 
signal light, and a modulation method, by which an ON state 
and an OFF state transit even when coded data is a sequence 
of O's and the ON state and the OFF state transit even when 
the coded data is a sequence of l's, is used as a modulation 
method for the downstream signal light. 
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4. The optical communication system according to Claim 
3, wherein 

in the backbone optical fiber, a length of a portion where 
upstream signal light is amplified is of a distance longer than 
a length of the optical fiber corresponding to a set of the 
ON state and the OFF state of the downstream signal light. 

5. The optical communication system according to any of 
Claims 1 through 4, wherein 

the base station is provided with an optical filter used 
to select a wavelength of light coming incident on a 
light-receiving element. 

6. A PON (Passive Optical Network) system in which a base 
station and an optical branching station equipped with a 
passive optical divider are connected using a backbone optical 
fiber, and the optical branching station and plural local 
stations are connected individually using branch optical 
fibers, the PON system being characterized in that 

a wavelength of a light source for a signal that generates 
downstream signal light is set to a wavelength with an effect 
of Raman amplifying an upstream light signal that propagates 
through the backbone optical fiber, and an upstream light 
signal transmitted between the base station and each local 
station is amplified in the backbone optical fiber while the 
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upstream light signal is propagating through the backbone 
optical fiber. 

7. The PON system according to Claim 6, wherein 

a high nonlinearity fiber is used for at least part of 
the backbone optical fiber. 

8. The PON system according to Claim 6 or 7, wherein 
light that is switched ON and OFF is used as the downstream 

signal light, and a modulation method, by which an ON state 
and an OFF state transit even when coded data is a sequence 
of 0's and the ON state and the OFF state transit even when 
coded data is a sequence of l's, is used as a modulation method 
for the downstream signal light. 

9. The PON system according to Claim 8, wherein 

in the backbone optical fiber, a length of a portion where 
upstream signal light is amplified is of a distance longer than 
a length of the backbone optical fiber corresponding to a set 
of the ON state and the OFF state of the downstream signal light. 

10. The PON system according to any of Claims 6 through 
9, wherein 

the light source for a signal and an optical 
multiplexer/demultiplexer are provided in the base station, 
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and light for a signal is pumped into the backbone optical fiber 
from the base station toward the optical branching station by 
way of the optical multiplexer/demultiplexer. 

11. The PON system according to any of Claims 6 through 
10, wherein 

a star coupler is used as the passive optical divider. 

12. The PON system according to any of Claims 6 through 
10, wherein 

as the passive optical divider, a star coupler is used 
for the downstream signal light, and an AWG (Arrayed-Waveguide 
Grating) capable of multiplexing and demultiplexing upstream 
signal light using a difference in wavelength is used for the 
upstream signal light. 

13. A PON (Passive Optical Network) system in which a 
base station and an optical branching station equipped with 
a passive optical divider are connected using a backbone 
optical fiber, and the optical branching station and plural 
local stations are connected individually using branch optical 
fibers, the PON system being characterized by comprising: 

a light source for amplification that generates light 
for amplification having a wavelength with an effect of 
amplifying a light signal propagating through an optical fiber 
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(including a backbone optical fiber and a branch optical fiber, 
and the same applies hereinafter) ; and 

an optical multiplexer /demultiplexer used to pump the 
light for amplification into the optical fiber, 

wherein, in the optical fiber, a light signal transmitted 
between the base station and each local station is amplified 
while the light signal is propagating through the optical 
fiber. 

14. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 
Raman amplification is used as a function of amplifying 

a light signal, and the light for amplification propagates in 
a direction opposite to the signal light. 

15. The PON system according to Claim 13 or 14, wherein 
a high nonlinearity fiber is used. 

16. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 

an erbium-doped fiber (EDF) is used as a function of 
amplifying the light signal, and the signal for amplification 
is in the same direction as the signal light. 

17. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 
the light source for amplification and the optical 

multiplexer/demultiplexer are provided in the base station, 



63 



and the light for amplification is pumped into the backbone 
optical fiber from the base station toward the optical 
branching station. 

18. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 
the light source for amplification and the optical 

multiplexer/demultiplexer are provided in the optical 
branching station, and* the light for amplification is pumped 
into the backbone optical fiber from the optical 
multiplexer/demultiplexer toward the base station. 

19. The PON system according to Claim 17, wherein 

a second optical multiplexer/demultiplexer, a third 
optical multiplexer/demultiplexer, and an optical path 
connecting the second optical multiplexer/demultiplexer and 
the third optical multiplexer /demultiplexer are provided in 
the optical branching station, 

the light for amplification that travels through a 
backbone optical fiber for an upstream signal is extracted from 
the second optical multiplexer/demultiplexer to be supplied 
to the third optical multiplexer /demultiplexer via the optical 
path, and 

the light for amplification is pumped into a backbone 
optical fiber for a downstream signal from the third optical 
multiplexer/demultiplexer toward the base station. 
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20. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 
the light source for amplification and the optical 

multiplexer/demultiplexer are provided in the optical 
branching station, and the light for amplification is pumped 
into the branch optical fiber by way of the passive optical 
divider toward the local station. 

21. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 
the light source for amplification and the optical 

multiplexer/demultiplexer are provided in the base station, 
and the light for amplification is pumped into the backbone 
optical fiber from the base station toward the optical 
branching station, and 

a reflector that allows the light for amplification to 
undergo total reflection to the backbone optical fiber is 
provided in the optical branching station. 

22. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 
the light source for amplification and the optical 

multiplexer/demultiplexer are provided in the base station, 
and the light for amplification is pumped into the backbone 
optical fiber from the base station toward the optical 
branching station, 

a second optical multiplexer/demultiplexer and a 
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reflector are provided in the optical branching station, and 
the light for amplification that travels through the 
backbone optical fiber is extracted from the second optical 
multiplexer/demultiplexer, so that the light for 
amplification is allowed to undergo total reflection on the 
reflector . 

23. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 
the optical multiplexer/demultiplexer is provided in the 

optical branching station; 

an optical fiber is provided between the base station 
and the optical branching station besides the backbone optical 
fiber, and 

the light source for amplification is provided in the 
base station, and the light for amplification is supplied to 
the optical multiplexer/demultiplexer via the optical fiber, 
so that the light for amplification is pumped into the backbone 
optical fiber from the optical multiplexer/demultiplexer 
toward the base station. 

24. The PON system according to any of Claims 17 through 
23, wherein 

a star coupler is used as the passive optical divider. 



25. The PON system according to Claim 13, wherein 



an optical fiber is provided between the base station 
and the optical branching station besides the backbone optical 
fiber, and 

the light source for amplification is provided in the 
base station, so that the light for amplification is pumped 
into one optical path of the optical multiplexer/demultiplexer 
on the local station side via the optical fiber toward the base 
station. 

26. The PON system according to any of Claims 17 through 
23 and 25, wherein 

an AWG (Arrayed-Waveguide Grating) capable of 
multiplexing and demultiplexing light using different 
wavelengths is used as the passive optical divider. 



